Speakers Page

Thank you for agreeing to talk at Science on Tap!  To help speakers better understand the concept of the science café, we have developed this page.

Informality and noise: First and foremost, Science on Tap is informal.  We meet in an informal space, a café or pub, to make the audience comfortable and encourage them to ask questions.  However, due to the café and bar serving, there will be a lot of noise.  We have a microphone that we ask the speakers to use so that they can be clearly heard.   

The Talk: The talk itself should be about 20 minutes or less.  Remember, the point of the talk is to introduce the subject to the audience so that they can ask questions.  Feel free to give important background, but don’t feel you need to answer every possible question in the talk.

Projections: We realize that scientists can’t talk without pictures, it’s just a fact of life.  We are capable of having a computer projector and screen available, however we do encourage you to speak without projections.  We will be happy to photocopy handouts for the audience if feel you can talk without the projector.

The idea is not to educate as much as it is to promote discussions with the general public.  We hope that you will get as much out of speaking with the audience as they get out of your presentation and discussion!

To give you more direction, here are some quotes and advice from former speakers both at our café and at other science cafes around the US:
For you as a presenter, what was the best part of the Cafe experience?

- I think other faculty and faculty types may simply have a good time in this format which falls somewhere in between pontification and improv.

- The questions from the audience. The simplest-sounding questions are often the most profound.

-Seeing all the normal people who came out to participate.

What was the most difficult part of the experience?

-Keeping my answers to the many questions from getting either too technical or too long-winded.

-Finding the time to do it and understanding in advance what was expected. The lack of familiarity created some anxiety.

- Interacting with the crowd in a noisy environment.

Would you present again? Why or why not?

-Any time I'm asked.

-Had a great time, enjoyed the exchange and repartee. Would definitely do it again.

-Yes. It creates a need for very clear understanding and thinking through things.

What would you say to a colleague who might be interested in presenting?

-The most important things are to explain things simply and concisely (in every-day language), but not to talk down.
-…the variety of questions was truly heartening... At least here in Seattle, at that particular bookstore, there were some very smart folks trying to make sense of biomedical progress, and I felt lucky, as all teachers do, to have such eager students in the audience.

- Enjoyed it. In the past, scientists have avoided this discourse because they think their subject is too hard for the public to understand, or think that the public must “rise” to their level of science proficiency to have a discussion. That’s BS.

What tips would you give to the next speaker?

-Be straightforward, honest and as simple as possible

- One question leads to another, and it is much livelier and more memorable to do improv than a canned presentation, however polished or amusing.

- Relax, don't over prepare, and be speculative enough in your comments to

encourage equal speculation from your audience or fellow presenter. The dialogue part is more fun and interesting than the 5 minute initial presentations.

-Be funny, humorous, entertaining. Talk no longer than 15-20 minutes, use simple language (don’t get too technical).  Invite questions, look at people, welcome questions, “no question is stupid.”  Show the audience that you are one of them—don’t overdress, don’t put on airs, humility.

What additional support could a speaker receive to make the experience easier or

more effective?

- I think many speakers would be encouraged to know that audiences are thirsty and grateful for this kind of immediacy, and as eager to question as to learn. After all, the audience is voluntary; nobody pressed them into attending.

- Avoid excessive use of technology—not too much text, people should be listening to you, not reading your slides.  Photos can help, but if you don’t need them, leave them at home.

7. Anything else that you can add to inform us about your experience that would help other scientist speakers?

- I think speaker is the wrong term because there truly is an exchange if it is

successful. Perhaps presenter is better but there may be something even more

specific that would define the situation.

-Speakers: limit your messages.  Begin by talking about the glory of your

topic—what makes your hair stand on end. What are the essential principles of

what you do? Hopes for the future, etc.
